Abay, Fana 
Grant Writer and Research Assistant at Fulton County Health and Human Service Co-founders and Fund Specialists at Your Grant Solutions

Fana Abay is an expert in fund development for non-profits and public agencies.  She currently works for Fulton County Health and Human Service as a grant writer and research assistant. She has assisted Fulton County Health Department, and Housing and Community Development Department secure over $10 million in grant funding for Ryan White Program, Neighborhood Stabilization Program, Foster Grand Parent Program, etc. 

Fana is also the co-founder of Your Grant Solutions (YGS).  YGS's mission is to empower non-profit and public agencies with fund development, fundraising, grant prospecting, proposal writing and grant management. 
Fana earned a Bachelor of Science with Psychology and Sociology and graduated Cum Laude from Georgia State University in May 2008.  She recently completed the United Way Volunteer Involvement Program (V.I.P.) to be a certified board member for non-profit.

Arnold, Matthew
Sierra Club
Matthew “Mudcat” Arnold has developed sophisticated voter contact and volunteer engagement programs for Democratic candidates and progressive advocacy groups from coast to coast. In 2008, he designed and implemented the field program for Darcy Burner’s congressional campaign that made over half a million voter-contact attempts. Prior to the Burner campaign he worked with the MoveOn.org election team to design the organization’s 2008 GOTV plan and innovative persuasion modeling program. He is currently a member of the core team at the Progressive Change Campaign Committee, a national field trainer for Democracy for America, and directs the online outreach efforts for wilderness and public lands protection at the Sierra Club. 
Bailey, Kyle
Pro-Georgia
Kyle Bailey has held professional administrative, development, communications, strategy and outreach positions with national, state and local political campaigns and non-profits, including National Stonewall Democrats (interim Executive Director, Chief Operations Officer, Development Director), Georgia Equality (Political Director), YouthPride (Community Relations Director) and Jim Martin’s 2006 bid for Georgia Lt. Governor (Deputy Finance Director).  Currently, Kyle is launching a new initiative, Pro-Georgia, that leverages the financial and human capital of multiple progressive constituencies in Georgia for strategic elections work.
 
Kyle has advised multiple presidential campaigns on outreach and policy issues important to students and youth and to the lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) community, including Obama for America.  He has founded and chaired numerous state and local progressive political organizations and holds the distinction of having served as the youngest chair of any county Democratic committee in Georgia.
 
Currently, Kyle serves on the Executive Committee of the Young Democrats of America, the State Committee of the Democratic Party of Georgia, the Democratic Committee of Fulton County, the Human Relations Commission of the City of Atlanta and on the Board of Directors of YouthPride, a community center in Atlanta that provides LGBTQ youth from across the region with free HIV/STI testing, suicide prevention, counseling services, support groups and after school programs.  He is a former member of the National Stonewall Democrats Board of Directors.
 
Kyle hails from Towns County in the northeast Georgia mountains.  He has been active in politics and in the communities where he has lived his entire life.  He attended Young Harris College and graduated from the University of Georgia in 2005 with a bachelor’s degree in political science.  Kyle resides in the Old Fourth Ward neighborhood of Atlanta.

Carson, Carlissa
Attorney & Army Officer

Carlissa Carson is currently a Judge Advocate in the Judge Advocate General's Corps and a Captain in the U.S. Army Reserves.  She is assigned to the 335th Signal Command (Theater) in East Point, GA.  She is also a member of the State Bar of Georgia and the American Bar Association.  

At age twenty, Ms. Carson was the youngest in the class of 2005 to receive a Bachelor's degree from Oglethorpe University where she majored in Political Science and minored in French.  After graduation, Ms. Carson was blessed with the opportunity to attend Emory University School of Law.  At Emory Law, she successfully became a member of the Emory Law Journal and her comment about the implications of the Military Commissions Act was published in the Journal.  While at Emory Law, Ms. Carson also participated in the International Humanitarian Law Clinic.  Her participation in the Clinic carried her to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, with runner up for attorney of the year, Charlie Swift, where she assisted with the representation of Salim Ahmed Hamdan, Osama bin Laden's personal body guard and driver.  This case is historically significant as it is the first to come before a military commission since World War II.  Previously, Mr. Hamdan's case came before the U.S. Supreme Court where it was decided that President Bush did not have the authority to try detainees via a military commission.  Ms. Carson's dedication to this case and to human rights was highlighted by the Emory University Wheel, the Syracuse University Daily Orange, CBS News, and CagedPrisoners of the United Kingdom.  Ms. Carson graduated from Emory Law in 2008 with a J.D. (doctor of law), in the top thirty-five percent of her class.

After graduating from Emory Law, Ms. Carson went directly to Georgetown Law to further develop her legal skills and to further pursue her passion for international law and human rights.  While at Georgetown Law, Ms. Carson was selected as an Assistant Submissions Editor of the Georgetown Law Journal of Law and Public Policy.  She was also selected as a Georgetown Law Global Teaching Fellow.  In this capacity, she taught first-year law students about the law in a transnational setting and assisted students with preparation for mock oral arguments.  Ms. Carson received an LL.M (master of laws) and a Certificate in International Human Rights Law from Georgetown Law in 2009.  She graduated, with distinction, in the top fifteen percent of her class.  

Ms. Carson has a distinguished military career.  Through her six years with the U.S. Army, Ms. Carson has received the Armed Forces Reserve Service Medal (with mobilization device), the Army Service Ribbon, the National Defense Medal, and the Meritorious Unit Commendation.  And, the German military, awarded Ms. Carson with the German Armed Forces Proficiency Badge.  She currently serves as the Chief of International and Operational Law at the 335th Signal Command.  Prior to serving as a Judge Advocate, Ms. Carson completed the Army ROTC program at Georgia Institute of Technology, where she finished in the top twenty-five percent of her class.  After receiving a commission in 2005, Ms. Carson served as a Military Intelligence officer in the Army Reserves until 2009.  She has served active duty at Ft. Huachuca, AZ, Ft. Lewis, WA, Ft. Lee, VA, Ft. Gordon, GA, and in Charlottesville, VA.

One of Ms. Carson's most recent accomplishments is the selection of a second article for publication.  Her article closely examines the options available to President Obama for trying detainees currently held at Guantanamo Bay.  Based on her personal experience, her work explores the intricacies of the current military commissions system;  Ms. Carson compares that system to the battle-tested courts-martial system and to trials conducted by regularly constituted Article III courts.  This work is being published in the University of Connecticut School of Law's Journal of International Law.  Ms. Carson recently spoke of her experience on the Hamdan case as an invited guest at The George Washington University, Oglethorpe University, and the International Monetary Fund.  Due to her commitment to human rights and academic pursuits, Ms. Carson was also recently selected as a role model to prospective students by Duke University.                




Chavis, Stacey
The White House Project
 
Stacey Chavis is the Southern Regional Director for the White House Project. She is responsible for implementing the Vote, Run, Lead training program for the entire Southern region. Previously, Stacey was the Deputy Finance Director for the Democratic Party of Georgia. She raised money for the House and Senate Caucuses of the Georgia General Assembly.
 
Stacey helped to organize one of the largest Jefferson Jackson dinners in Georgia’s history in 2008 where then Senator Hillary Clinton was the keynote speaker. Stacey also directed the entireGeorgia delegation selection process for the Democratic National Committee Convention held in Denver, Colorado in August 2008.
 
During the 2006 election cycle, she served as the Finance Director for Congressman Hank Johnson (D-GA 4th) during the primary and run-off elections. Stacey also worked for former Congresswoman Denise Majette (D-GA 4th) gaining expertise in congressional politics and constituent services. Stacey has gained experience working for the legislative, judicial and executive branches of government.
 
Stacey has volunteered on several local, state and federal campaigns; the campaigns include School Board, State House, State Senate, Congressional and Presidential elections. She is active in many local political organizations including Georgia WIN List, League of Women Voters of Georgia and the Women’s Policy Group.
 
Stacey has traveled across the country providing leadership training to women. She has developed an expertise in young women in politics, state and local politics, campaign planning, political fundraising and how to run for higher office.
 
Stacey received a B.A. in Psychology with a Political Science minor from Oglethorpe University. She completed the White House Project’s first Georgia Go Run training in 2005. Stacey graduated from the Women’s Campaign School at Yale University in 2007. She also participated in the Emily’s List training . She recently completed the United Way V.I.P. (Volunteer Involvement Program) and the Georgia Association of Latino Elected Officials Institute for Leadership. She was also recently selected to participate in the Truman National Security Fellowship and the New Leaders Council.
 
Stacey is a native of Mauldin, South Carolina and currently resides in Atlanta, Georgia.


Cooper, Christopher (Chris) 
Execute Your Passion, LLC

Chris Cooper is one of the most dynamic, engaging and accomplished speakers in America. With three academic degrees, numerous professional certifications, Book Smarts and Street Smarts this young man of Vision, Passion and Charisma is said to have done it all! From becoming the youngest Senior Manager ever with a major Fortune 500 Company, to starting his own Professional Services Firm at the age of 26, to even Running with the Bulls in Spain, Chris' life has indeed been and continues to be an exciting adventure. 

Chris' recent accolades include being named an Unsung Hero and Quiet Achiever, being featured as an Entrepreneur Author on the Atlanta Business Radio Show and MetroCafe TV in addition to being feauterd in the Atlanta Business Chronicle as a Impeccable Service Award Recipient and member of the 2009 MS Leadership Class. He has also been named one of Power 30 under 30, one of GXL Magazineʼs Most Influential People, and an Outstanding Atlantan to name a few. 

Chris' commitment to public service and the community range from numerous Board of Directors Roles and thousands of hours of community service for several civic and professional organizations. Chris is an amazing coach, speaker, trainer, instructor, motivator, author and entrepreneur. He is committed to his lifelong aspiration of investing and assisting in the development of people who he believes are the world's hidden treasures. His mission is simple: To Ignite the Fire Inside!!


Franklin, Howard
The Influence Factory

At only 30 years old, Howard Franklin has established himself as one of Georgia’s most innovative and effective political strategists and campaign managers. His public sector career began in 2003 when former Atlanta mayor Maynard Jackson appointed him CEO of the American Voters League. Howard went on to work for two years as a communications consultant to Mayor Shirley Franklin, before becoming director of public affairs and e-Communications for a national firm and leading campaigns for several prominent citywide, statewide and international campaigns. He currently serves as President of Influence Factory, where he’s managed campaigns for Amir Farokhi for Atlanta City Council (2009); Dawn Randolph for Public Service Commission (2006); Kwanza Hall for Atlanta City Council (2005); and the United Democratic Party of the Cayman Islands (2009). Howard also serves as President of the Red Clay Democrats and Vice President of the Georgia League of Women Voters.
 Grimes, Kevin
CFO Leasing, Inc.
Kevin Grimes is a veteran of the elite United States Navy Nuclear Submarine Force. He currently serves as the Chief Executive Officer of CFO Leasing, Inc, where his team consults with small to midsize businesses to provide government services such as 8(a)/HUBZone certifications, DCAA Audit support, GSA schedules, and general accounting services. CFO Leasing is one of the Southeast’s leading government contract accounting firms.
 
Kevin is also the Founder of the CFO Leasing Education Foundation (CLEF) which is a not–for-profit organization that has pledged $50,000 in laptop computers to help reduce the Digital Divide over the next 5 years.
 
Kevin earned a Master’s Degree in Accounting and graduated Magna Cum Laude from Florida Metropolitan University. He has also pursued doctoral studies in the field of business leadership. Kevin is a Certified Management Accountant (CMA) and a Senior Professional in Human Resources (SPHR). Mr. Grimes is also a QuickBooks Certified Pro Advisor.

Lamb, Casey
Casey was born and raised in Boston, MA where she received a high-quality education at one of the top public schools in Massachusetts, one of the best states educationally in the nation.  She always dreamed of going to college in California and so, after graduating, packed up and headed out west to Pomona College in Claremont, California.  At Pomona, she studied Public Policy Analysis and Psychology, and focused all of her energy on education policy.  She worked with Jumpstart, an Americorps program that partners college students with low-income preschoolers to help develop early literacy skills.  Lamb's senior thesis analyzed Montessori and Waldorf educational models, and she also worked at a policy consulting firm, evaluating the policies of the Los Angeles and Pasadena Unified School Districts.  Lamb was struck by the failure of so many public schools in the LA area, which was in sharp contrast to her educational experiences in Massachusetts and she committed to making her life's aim to level out that inequality and improve educational options for children unlucky enough to be zoned for a failing school.  This commitment and passion brought her first to Teach For America in Atlanta, where she spent two years teaching special education to 7th graders in a South Fulton middle school.  She completed her two-year commitment to TFA in May and since the summer, has been working at an all-girls charter school in Norcross.  At Ivy Preparatory Academy, she wears many hats: Director of Title I, Title II-A, Title IV, ESOL, and Special Education, as well as teacher of Humanities and Special Education.  Furthermore, as Ivy Prep is currently embroiled in a lawsuit with several school boards around the area relating to charter school laws in Georgia, she is also active in the politics surrounding her school.  
 
Outside of work, Casey tries to stay active - through yoga, playing volleyball, and running; she just signed up for her first 1/2 marathon.  She also enjoys trying out new restaurants, cooking, seeing shows and movies, dancing, and playing games with friends. 
Marshall, Dwayne
The Hope Institute
Dwayne Marshall currently serves as the Founder of The Hope Institute. The mission of The Hope Institute is to serve as a catalyst for social justice and civic engagement through youth empowerment, engaged citizenship and leadership development. The Hope Institute is currently developing a public policy training curriculum to educate youth in Georgia on the leading social issues that adversely affect their lives and communities. In addition to the Hope Institute, Dwayne is currently involved with other organizations that promote social justice, community empowerment and youth education. 

Mr. Marshall works as an Organizer in Residence with the Southern Partners Fund and helped to develop their recent Young Leaders for Social Change (YLSC) Conference as well as the launching of their Social Justice Institute (SJI). Dwayne is a recent graduate of the Georgia Stand Up Policy Institute for Civic Leadership and the Georgia Association of Latino Elected Officials (GALEO) Leadership Development Program. Dwayne Marshall has worked on municipal, statewide and national political campaigns to help further support progressive candidates seeking to bring change and opportunity to citizens in the state of Georgia and across the nation.  
Prior to establishing The Hope Institute, Dwayne served as a Regional Field Director & GOTV Lead for the Obama-Biden Campaign for Change in Georgia during the 2008 presidential election. In this role, Mr. Marshall oversaw the field operations for Fulton County and played a vital role in the largest voter registration drive in Georgia history. In addition to having a track record in civic engagement and social justice, Mr. Marshall has a professional background in both banking and commercial real estate which he has
interwoven in his efforts to foster community reinvestment and economic development in underserved neighborhoods throughout metro Atlanta. 

Mr. Marshall is a graduate of the Goizueta Business School at Emory University with a Bachelor of Business Administration (B.B.A.) degree in Organization Management and Marketing. As a result of his service to the community, Dwayne has been featured in TIME Magazine, Atlanta Journal-Constitution and the “Movement of the People”  documentary which profiles the 2008 presidential general election campaign season in the state of Georgia.



Moskowitz, Daniel
Phaseout Now

Daniel Moskowitz, an Atlanta native, graduated from the University of Georgia in December, 2008 with a BA degree in Journalism. After graduating, Daniel traveled to South Africa and participated in the University of Pretoria's Ecology Program where he obtained a Certificate in Wildlife Management. 

His work experience includes two political campaigns and legislative monitor for Georgia Conservation Voters. In 2009, Daniel founded Phaseout Now, a nonprofit that aims to provide environmental outreach to high schools in Georgia. Daniel is a diehard film buff and Bob Dylan devotee. He ran his first half marathon in November, 2009. In his spare time he enjoys traveling, writing, and playing music. Daniel will continue to serve as Georgia Conservation Voters legislative monitor during the 2010 legislative session at the Georgia General Assembly.

Patillo, Darius
Dekalb County Asst. District Attorney

My name is Darius Pattillo and I am a life-long resident of Atlanta, Georgia.  I currently serve as an Assistant District Attorney in DeKalb County where I prosecute criminal defendants charged with committing felony crimes such as murder, rape, armed robbery, aggravated assault, and drug trafficking.  I also serve as an adjunct instructor at Westwood College (Northlake Campus) where I teach various criminal justice courses.  I received my Education (1999) and Law (2002) degrees from the University of Georgia.  My interests are sports, politics, and community service.
Ramsey, J. Shakir
Digital Marketing Professional

J. Shakir Ramsey has a B.A from Columbia University and ten years experience in internet businesses from multimedia development, to enterprise software, to senior marketing at a rich media company. He is in the process of getting an MBA, primarily focusing on fusing traditional brand marketing with emerging technologies. Outside of this pursuit, he works with numerous non-profits as a volunteer math teacher and mentor for teenagers.  He is VP of Education for Toastmasters Voices of Aaron Club. He lives in Decatur with his wife and new baby boy!  He enjoys marathons, jazz piano, and yoga.
Smith, Menyuan
Fulton County Early Intervention Program Coordinator

Ms. Menyuan L. Smith is dedicated to improving the well-being of children, families, and communities. She accomplishes this mission through her public service and non-profit work. Menyuan served as the 2008 Board of Education Democratic Candidate, Douglas County, GA. She is also a White House Project, Go, Run, Lead Alumni. In 2009, Menyuan volunteered for the mayoral campaign for Atlanta’s 59th Mayor, Kasim Reed.  Currently, Menyuan serves on Project Karma’s Board (Vice Chairperson), Georgia Leadership Council, Junior Leagues of Georgia (Legislative Liaison), and Georgia Women’s Action for New Directions (WAND) Board Member.
Tate, Jahnisa
Alston & Bird LLP

Jahnisa Tate is an attorney licensed to practice in Georgia.  In January she will join Alston & Bird LLP's ERISA Litigation Practice Group.  Jahnisa is a member of the Young Lawyers Division of the American Bar Association as well as the Stone Mountain-Lithonia Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incorporated.  She will serve on the Georgia Association of Black Women Attorneys’ Executive Board for 2010.

Jahnisa earned her bachelor’s degree in Political Science from Clark Atlanta University and her Juris Doctor from the University of Georgia School of Law.  During her 3rd year of law school, Jahnisa studied abroad at Oxford University where she completed coursework in international and comparative law.  

Following law school, Jahnisa worked as the Deputy Research Director for the Lisa Borders for Mayor of Atlanta campaign.  As a member of the Borders for Atlanta Communications team, Jahnisa assisted with opposition research and strategy, and the development of policy initiatives.

In her free time, Jahnisa enjoys traveling and spending time with her family.
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